



























7) 









q 
a 















No. VIII.] 








ers me oe 


_—_——------ = 


———s 





(Jury 14, 1798. 


THE 


Religious Monitor, 


aes 





— 





Great is the TRUTH, and fironger than all things. 
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THe REFORMER, No 


AN is 2 rational yet an in- 
confiftent being, tho well 
acquainted with the bieffings 
which flow from a virtuous con- 
du&t, and a well regulated life, 
he frequently neglects the one, 
and renounces the other. The 
tmpulfe of the moment, or the 
contemplation of fome trifling 
enjoyment, many times prompts 
him to facrifice the duty whic 
he owes to his maker, and that 
common benevolence, which e- 
very perfon has a riglit to re- 
quire at his hand. 

The ways in which the Deity 
is Offended, and in which the 
welfare of many are deftroyed, 
are varicus. Jn the prefent pa- 
per I fhall notice but one, and 


“which of all others isthe mott 


bafe, and deadly. The tongue 
isa litthe member, yet the agent 
of rauch mifchief ; it was given 
to man by his creator for the 
mott valuable 5f purpofes, but 
is made the inftrument of falfe- 
heod, of treachery, of profane- 
aefs, and of blafphemy: thus 
are the moft ufetul things fre- 
quently perverted. 

It is teuly aitonifhing to Iif- 
ten to the language, which gen- 
erally prevails at the prefent 
day,—-that being who ought to 
be thought of but with refped, 
or fpoken of but with awe, and 
with reverence, is openly infult- 
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III. 
ed, his laws and inftitutions are 
curfed, and (if 1 may ufe the 
ciptotion) his ears ftunned with 
he moft opprebrious epithets. 
Would thofe w ho are habituated 
to the ufing of foul language, 
confider but for a moment, the 
charaCter of that being whe has 
faid thou fhalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain, -T 
am perfuaded that they would 
put more reftraint upon the 
tongue. 

There are many who are bu 
novices in the but inefs of fwe 
ing, and who do not come fo 
with that boldnefs with which 
thofe do, who are more harden- 
ed in iniguity. This clafs of 
{wearersfrequently palliate their 
condudt by fa ying, ‘‘ furely there 

can be no harm in the words I 
ufe.” Tothefe I would obferve, 
that the greateft blafphemers that 
ever exifted could once fay the 
fame. Men do not grow wick- 
ed inftantaneoufly, ‘but by de- 
grees ; a {mall vice impercepti- 
bly crept into the mind, and by 
long continuance is no longer 
efteemed vicious, the barrier of 
virtue being broken down by a 
light temptation, leaves room 
for the entrance of many and 
great ones. 

The fcriptures in a perempat 
tory manner prohibit vain talk- 
ing of every defcription, and 1 res 
pre: fen 








On Slander. 


prefent it as debafive to the hu- frequently ‘ruined, and are al- 


man character, and as in the 
higheft degree offenfive to the 
Deity. To fwear is to fin with- 
out any temptation, and ts there- 
fore a vice which cannot be juf- 
tified upon any principle what- 
ever: could but one advantage 
be pointed out that is caufed by 
ufing profane language, I would 
retract al] that I have faid upon 
the fubjett; but it cannot be 
done, 1 challenge any men to 
point out one beuefit that refults 
from the practice. 

The difadvantages flowing 
from {wearing are many and 
great. By it the temporal and 
eternal happinefs of men are 


‘ways endangered. It is a dread- 


ful thing to rufh into the pre- 
fence of the Almighty with that 


inconfideratenefs which is the 


cafe with many, and to call his 


vengeance upon the foul of a 
fellow being. The habit is a 
dreadful one, and ought to be 
avoided more than death itfelf, 
for it frequently leads to infa- 
my, deftru€tion, and mifery.— 
The Reformer is.convinced that 
if [wearing was driven from the 
world, that the great body of 
other vices would follow, that 
virtue would take the rule, and 
reign triumphant. 


For the Religious Monitor, ce. 
ON SLANDER. 


“ No flanders dwell upon his tongue, 


tale-bearing they do wrong, by 


“© He hates to do his neighbour wrong.” 
NY one who does not bri- 


die his tongue, we cannot 
think is pofleft of true religion, 
fortwo reafons. Fir/é: he breaks 
an exprefs command, with 
which it is fuppofed he is ac- 
quainted, Thou fhalt not go up 
and down as a tale-kearer among 
thy people. Secondly: he breaks 
the law of benevolence, which 
requires him to Jove his neighbor 
as himfelf. Will he fpread an 
evil report concerning himfelf ? 
It is the diate of religion that 
he ought not to do it concerning 
his neighbor ; and its tendency 
is to reflrain him in one cafe as 
much as felf love does in the o- 
ther. For as ye would that men 
Should do to you, do ye alfa to them 
dikewife. ' 
People of unbridled tongues, 
appeat to be confcious that in 


enjoining fecrecy upon thofe to 
whom they retail flander. Thus 
an evil report goes round, from 
perfon to perfon, and circle to 
circle, each one who has a hand 
in it, extortiug the promife of 
feerecy; in order to atone for 
the fin of tale-bearing. This 
has the principal ingredients of 
evil-fpeaking. Injoining fecre- 
cy will make men the more fu- 
fpe&ted that they onty /eem to be 
religious. If any thing con- | 
cerning our neighbor beafecret, — 
you cainot reveal it to me, to his 
difadvantage, withoutyadding a 
breach of erat, to ps of 
calumny. A perfon of truo ho- 
nor will not be guilty of this, 
becaufe he fcorns a mean thing. © 
A perfon of true religion will | 
not, becaufe he fears that God 
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who lias forbiden it. A good 
member of civil fociety vill not, 
becaufe injurious to the peace 
and welfare of the community. 
It is exceedingly prejudicial to 
the caufe of government and mo- 
rals, to have all the dirty, in- 
famous, ungrateful, wicked 
things, made public, which are 
done individuals, provided, 
fuch works of darknefs can be 
buried ia filence and forgotten, 
with juftice to particular perfons 
and without injury to the inter- 
efts of the community. It is for 
the peace of neighborhoods and 
families, and for the fafety of 
individuals not to have a tale- 
bearer among the people. Such 
an one does not bridle his tongue, 
and if he pretend to be religious, 


that man’s religion is vain. He. 


ought to be profcribed, dreaded, 
and avoided as an enemy to vir- 
tue and the friend of mifchief. 

Again.—But, if it fhould be 
faid, that many honeft and well 
meaning people are only the re- 

rters of fome evil things which 
they have heard, without the in- 
tention of injuring any one, let 
us look at thofe who either ori- 
ginate or fpread a report already 
made, with a defign to deftroy 
the good name of fome particu- 
lar perfon.. Can it be thought 
that the principles of juftice, 
truth, and benevolence have 
gaified any refidence in fuch a 
mind: If a man will intention- 
ally deprive you of a good name, 
what reafon is there to think he 
would not rob you of your pro- 
perty, and even take your life, 
unlefs reftrained by the fear of 
punithment? If fuch an one 
Make pretentions to the reputa- 


On Slander. 
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tion of an honeft, virtuous man, 
every goed judge will be of opi- 
nion, that he adds to the charac-- 
ter of a knave, and a rafcal, 
that of a hypocrite. Be not de- 
ceived by fuch mens feeming to 
be religious s The garb which 
they have put on to hide their 
wicked intentions, is too thin, 
or too fhort to canatal the cloven 
foot. Avoid him as an impof- 
tor; for while he relates to you, 
how much influence the power 
of godlinefs has wpen his heart, 
you fee it has» nove upon his 
tongue. Tho he may give you 
the token of brotherly love with 
one hand, yet perhaps in the o- 
ther he grafps a dagger to thruft 
into your bofom when opportu- 
nity fhall prefent. His preten- 
tions to henefty, love and can- 
dor are made only that he may 
ruin your good name, without 
injuring himfelf by fuch a crime. 
That tongue which the God of 
nature gave him for noble pur- 
pofes thofe lips which he 
ought to open for the advant- 
age of his fellow-men, become 
the organs of deceit, falfehood, 
and detamation. It would bea 
blefling to the world to have 
fuch a tongue paralyfed, and 
fuch lips clofed in everlafting 
filence. He who carries {uch a 
tongue in his head, carries the 
heart of a Judas in his bofom. 
In fine: If examination was 
made, it is probable that thofe 
people would appear to have the 
motit faults, who find the moft 
fault with others, and remark 
upen their foibles with unfor- 
giving feverity. If a man let 
his tongue loofe upon all his 
neighbors, it is a good evidence 
that 











































€o Extra® from Dr. Smith's Difcourfe, 


that he does not bridle it. If 
any. one is cenforious and difpo- 
fed to aggravate the faults ot o- 
thers when {peaking upen them, 
it is more than probable that by 
this he intends to leffen the ap- 
pearance of hisown. Fudge not 
that ye be not judged ; but indulge 
the pleafing exercife of charity, 
which thinketh no evil, and wili 
hide a multitude of fins. ‘The a- 
poftolic exhortation is to /peak 
evil of no man. In how many 
ways; is the benevolent end of 
this apoftolic counfel, oppofed, 
and defeated: not only in {peak- 
ing again{t individuals, but bo- 
dies aad focieties of men. That 
freedom and cenfure with which 
different denominations of chrif- 
tians fpeak againft each other is 
often evi] fpeaking. It is per- 


feétly abfurd for any one deno- 


mination to think that all wif- 
dom, trath, and géodnefs are 
exclufively with them. This is 
the temper of the Phavifee, fo 


often condemned by our Savior. 
It is the old leaven of hypocri- 
fy which may leaven the whole 
lump. Look at home, ye vari- 
ous denominations of chriftians, 
and you will fee fo much im- 
perfeQion among yourfelves, as 
to prevent the but too common 
practice of anathematizing eack 
other. If people have no cha- 
rity but for themfeives, it is pret- 
ty certain they have more for 
themfelves than they ought to 
have. Wherever fuch evil- 
fpeaking, felf-conceit, and un- 
charitablenefs abound, it is more 
than probable that in fome in- 
ftances men ftrain at a gnat and 
fwallow a camel, and in other 
inftances attempt to pull the 
mote out of other people’s eyes, 
when a beam is in their own. 
‘‘ Tf any man among you feem 
to be religious, and bridicth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his 
own heart, thig man’s religion 


is vain.” AMICUS. 


—— 


From the Rev. Dr. Wm. Smit.’s Difcourfeon the Confecratian of the 
right rev. ABRAHAM JARVIS, D.D.is the Epifcopal Chair. 


He gave fome Apoftles, and fome Pro- 
pets, and fome E.vangelifts, and fome 
Paflors and Teacher, for the perfect- 
inig of the fainte, for the work of the 
miniftry, for the edifying of the body 
of Chrift. Eph. iv. ra & 32. 


ESUS {faid to the immediate 
.) fervants of his houfhold, be- 


tore his afcenfion, ** Behold I 


fend the promife of my father 
upon you ; but tarry ye in Je- 
rufalem until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” This 
power was to be univerfal in its 
extent, and perpetual in its du- 
ratien ; and that it might not be 
at the option of every one who 
chofe to affume ity was fenced 


from invafion by being commit- 
ted unto them asa facred depofit. 
For thus runs the Commiffion 
our Lord gave to them, & te them 
only. **As my Father hath fent me 
even fofendI you. Go into all 
the world & preach the gofpel to 
every Creature ; he whto believ- 
eth and is baptized fhall be fav- 
ed ; { put into a ftate of falvation | 
and he who believeth not fhall be 
damned, [remain in a Rate cf 
condemnation.] And he breath- 
ed on them, and faid, Receive 
ye the HolyGhoft. Whofe foever 
fins ye remit, they are remitted, 
and whofe foever fins ye retain, 
they 
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. » they are retained. Difciple ail 
y # Nations, by baptizing them in 


"§  ~#the Name of the Father and of 


4 the Son and of the Holy Ghoft, 
i. teaching them to obferve all 
a things whatfoever I have com- 
"%  mandedyou. Andlo!f tf am 
with you always, even unto the 
| end of the world. Amen.” 
Knowing well the nature and 
extent of their apoftiefhip ;— 
ftrong in the power of Jehovah ; 
a, rejoicing to do the will of him 
oy «that fent them, and zealous to 
® fintth his work :—thefe ‘¢ Ser- 
q +) vants of the moft high God” 
"% went out into all lands, and fent 
m their words into the world’s end, 
"@ ‘‘ to thew unto men the way of 
: falvation.” No wifdom could 
"§ withftand the words which they 
‘i fpake ; the heart of pride faint- 
WH cd, and the arm of human phi+ 
se lofophy withered at the reafon- 
ing ef a Paul oa “ righteoufnefs, 
temperance, and judgment to 
7m come ; and atthe preaching of a 
. Peter on the nece fity of Chriit’s 
We ‘‘ dying to fave finners.” God 
Vm had given them ‘*a mouth, and 
TH) wifdom whigh all their adver- 
) faries were net able to gainfay 
@ nor refilt.’ The words which 
m they fpake, and the. miracles 
= they wrought confounded 
Mmfidelity, bade defiance to the 
© powers of darknefs, and quickly 


| converted innumerable finners 
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| ** be with you to the end of the world.” 


































Extra& from Dr. Smifh’s Difcourfe. 61 


into faints, innumerable idola- 
ters into true worthipers of the 
true God. * The power of the 
Higheft having overfhadowed 
them,” they became exceeding 
fruitful in begetting many fons 
‘fand daughters unto eternal 
glory.” Butthe promife of Je- 
fus **lo! I am with you always 
even unto the end of. the world,” 
could not belong tothem exclu- 
fively, nor be underftood in any 
other fenfe, than implying a re,- 
gular ng uninterupted fuccef+ 
fion ;- together with a divine 
power i eficacy te accompa- 
ny the “ fame, always even un- 
to the end of the world.’ 

The form by which'the apof- 
files ordained others, was that 
by which Jefus had ordained 
them. After having imparted to 
them his holy fpirit, ‘* he lifted 
up his hands and bleffed them,” 
fo in like inamner, the apoftles 
and their fucceffors always have 
done, do at this day, and will 
do to the end of the world, fay- 
ing at the inftant of their ‘¢lay- 
ing on of hands’”——after the 
example and by the authority of 
Jefus their Lord——* Receive 
thou the Holy Ghoft. Whofe- 
foever fins theu doft remit, they 
are remitted, & whofefever fins 
thou doft retain, they are re- 
tained.” (To de continued. ) 


+ I AM—The name by which Chrift * in the form of God” made himfelf known 
A to Mofes, Exodus, ch. 3, v.14. “Fam that Iam,” &c. . 


The name, by which, ‘* in the form of man” he confeffed him@If to the foldiers 
& fent to feize him, and who, at hearing it pronounced by his lips, ‘* went backward 
Hand fell tothe ground” St. John, ch. 18, v. 6. 

The name, by which he promifes to be with his Church to the erd of the w orld. 


This name is the Englith of the Hebrew word, Ere AH, and denotes felf-exift- 
pence ——The tranflation might be, ‘* The J am bath feat you, &e. The 1 am fhall 
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62 The Deaths of the Apoftles.——Religious Seés. 





Tut DEATHS or tHe APOSTLES. (from page 53.) 


St. PuH1LipP, the apoftie, af- 
ter he had converted almoft all 
Scythia tothe faith of Chrift, be- 
ing taftened to a pillar by the 
neck, was {toned to death, ma- 
king a glorious end at Hierapo- 
lis, a city of Afia, in the year 54. 

Jacos, or JAmes the lefs, 
or the juft, the apoftle, called 
alfo our Lord’s brother, was the 
frit bifhop of Hierufalem, where 
being thrown down from a pin- 


_ Macle of the temple, and his 


thighs broken, as alfo wounded 
in the head with a dyer’s club, 
he gave up the ghoft, and was 
buried near the temple, in the 
year 63; he was called the lefs, 
from the ftature of his body, to 
diftinguifh him from the other 
St. James, who was greater, or 
more bulky. 

St. BaRNaABAS,: whofe pro- 
per name was Joses, or Jofeph 
in Greek, was born of rich Jew- 
ifh parents, of the tribe of Le- 
vi, at ‘Cyprus, and educated in 
the knowledge of the law by the 
great Do&tor Gamaliel. It is 
not certain when he was cen- 
verted to chriftianity ; but it is 
commonly fuppofed, that he was 
one of our Savior’s feventy dif- 


—Continued from page 56. 


RELIGIOUS SECTS. 
SANDEMANIANS, So cal- 
led from Mr. Robert Sandeman, 
who. publithed his fentiments in 
the year 1757. He was firft a 
congregational preacher at Ed- 
inburg, and afterwards came to 
New-England, and fettled a fo- 
ciety at Bolton, Danbury, and 
other places. He was a difci- 
ple ot Mr. Fahn Glas, from 
whence this denomination are 





ciples. After Chrift’s afcenfion, “7 
we find him introducing Saint jf 
Paul to the apoftles; fenttofet- 
tle the new converts at Antioch, ies T 
where he and Paul added many ff 
to the church: and they both, 
by the particular defiynation. of 
the Holy Ghoft, were fet apart 
and fent to preach the gofpel in 
his native country, Cyprus, Per- =f 
ga, Pamphylia, and throughout 
the leffer Afia. He was fograve 9 
and comely in his perfon, that, ~ 
at Lyftria, Barnabas was taken ~ 9 
to be Mercury by the heathens. © ¥ © 
He at firft oppofed the Judaifing "9 
chriftians ; but being afterwards | § 
drawn afide by the condué& of | 
Peter, to diffemble his chriftian 
liberty to pleafe the Jewith con- 
verts, St. Paul reproved him ; 
and focn after, upon a difpute 7B 
about Mark, thefe fellow labor- 9” 
ers in the gofpel parted ; Saint (> 
Paul with Silas going to the 
churches of Syria and Cilicia, 
and Barnabas with Mark to his § 
own country ; where he, difpu- 
ting in a fynagogue at Salamis, 7 
was feized by thg Jews, who, 
after exquifite tortures, ftoned 
him to death. 

(To be continued.) 























called Glaftes in Scotland. His te) 
leading fentiments appeared tog” 
be as follow: 

I. That juftifying faith is no 
more than a fimple belief of the 
truth, or the divine teftimony} 

aflively received. i 

II. That this divine teftimo-f 
ny carries in itfelf fufficient) 
ground of hope, and occafion off 
Joy to every one who believesy, 

it, § 










































in us, or done by us, to give it a 
particular direction to ourfelves. 

To fupport this fyftém the 
Sandemanians alledge, that faith 
is called receiving the love of the 
truth, andthe apoftle often {peaks 
of faith and truth to the fame 
purpofe, as in John xvi. 13, the 
Spirit of truth. 2 Cor. i iv, 13, the 
Spirit of faith. A&s vi. 7, Obe- 
dient to the faith. 1 Pet. i. 22, 
In obeying the truth. And divers 
other pailages. The {criptures 
confider faith not as a work of 
ours, nor as any action exerted 
by the human mind ; but fet it in 
dire& oppofition to every work, 
whether of body or mind. See 
Rom. iv. 4, 5. This gentraft 
excludes every idea of activity 
in the mind, from the matter of 
jufiification ; fo that we cannot 
{peak of preparatory works of 


Praife of Marriage, Se. 


| 4 it, without any thing wrought 


any fort, without making the 
gofpel a law of works. Rom. iii. 
27, Where is boafting then? It is 
excluded, &c. Now boafting can- 
not be excluded, if any thing 
done by us fets us in a more 
probable way of obtaining the 
falvation which is of grace, whe- 
ther it be called by the names of 
a law work, ferious exercife of 
Seeking fo uls, or laboring to ob- 
tain an intereft in Chrif, &c. 
Every doftrine ther which 
teaches us te do, or endeavor 
any thing towards our accept- 
ance with Gop, ftands oppofed 
te the doftrines of the apoftles, 
which, inftead of dire€ting us 
what to do, fets before us all 
that the. moft difquieted con- 
fcience can require, in order to 
acceptance with Gop, as alrea- 
dy done and finifhed by Jesus 
Curist. (To be continued.) 





Praife of Marriage, and the conduét of fome ] 


A man is a “for febie but 
not made for fagjmde but 
converfation, marriage is a no- 
ble inftitution, and.a little ufe- 
ful fociety, from whence many 
advantages arife. ‘The forrows 
of life are leffened by this divi- 
fion, and the comforts of it in- 
creafed by communication.—— 
Marriage is, or fhould be, the 
moit perfect ftate of friend/bip. 
Mutual imtereft produces mutu- 
al affiftance. It is tothis infti- 
tution, that families have been 
taifed and formed. All parent- 
age and proneney proceed from 
hence ; and in a happy marriage 
where both parties behave well 
in their refpective ftations, the 
honey-mgon increafes to years of 


blifs. “Long polfeflion rivets the 





ufeands cenfured. 
atfcGtion ; and nothing, but part- 
ing, can be a material affliction. 
No age nor infirmity can un- 
eas a matrimonial efteem.— 

he many good qualities, fer- 
vices and obliging ufage of each 
other, are fo lodged in the me- 
mory, as to make life a contin- 
ual icene of courtfhip, and the 
hufband to carry always the lo- 
ver about him. 

On the contrary, when I fee 
quarrels and difagreéments in 
this ftate, I am concerned for 
the defolation which the divided 
houfe wii certainly come into. 
How moving is the fight of an 
innocent offspring in fuch a fa- 
mily of difcord, with a tender- 
nefs of nature pleading for both, 
net knowing which fide to take 
and 
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Poetry. 


and tied up by duty and filjal 
affe@tion from acting againtt ei- 
ther! What inftru€tion can 
children receive in fuch confu- 
fion? And how pernicious to 
potterity fuch evil example? It 
is matter of the greateft furprize, 
that a man who aims at charac- 
ter and reputation, that in the 
affairs of life will keep his word 
to preferve his credit, fhould 
forfeit all honor and integrity at 
home, and have no regard to the 
folemn engagemegts made to a 
wife iw . 

It ws’ a welk judged action 
of a prince I have read of, whe 
took anofficer’s commiffion from 
him, queftioning his courage, 
upon an information that he eat 


iis wife. The paw of the lion 
or bear, which deals flaughtes 
to every one elfe, is a nurfing 
arm to the female. But fuch 
rough difcipline is chiefivy con- 
fined to the vulgar and under- 
bred part of mankind. Porters 
and cargieh are chiefly diftin- 
guithed for fuch dome/flic hersifin. 
The bcau monde content ihem- 
felves with filent hatred and in- 
difference. Stranggnefs and ce- 
remory, feparate b€ds and apart- 
menis, kept miftreffes, &c. are 
the genteel exercifes of their a- 
verfion. In fhort, no man can 
be a fine gentleman, who is not a 
man of honor; and no man can 
be a man of honor, that makee 
a bad tmftand. 


A SONG: To the tune of Bunker-Hiil. 
Sto whence that found! Hark! hark the joyful fhouting! 
See! fee what fplendor {preads its beams around us——- 
Turning dark midnight into noen tide glory, 


e. 
With pomp majeftic fee the heavenly vi 


As it approaches. 


Slowly defcending, whilft attending an 
Pour acclamations, and celeftial chantings, 


Wake our aticution. 


Fear not ye fhepherds ’tis the Prince of Peace comes 
Full of compaffion, full of love and pity ; 
Bringing Salvation for all forts of mankind, 7 


> *s 


For all his people. 


Go pay"your homage to your infant Saviour, 
Laid in a manger 3 view the Lord of Glory, 
Meanly attended, yetthe great Redeemer, — 


You ftar fh@ll guide you. 


Give God the glory ; join the Holt celeftial ; 
Peace upon earth now, and good will towards men. 
Raifed from jult terror to hope of life eternal, 


Thro’ a Mediator. 


O may impreffions of his boundlefs mercy 
Ever remind i@e of my grateful duty. 
Sweet the employment to proclaim his goodnefs, 
And fing his praifes. 
- 


tr Writers are requefed to prefix titles to their producions. 





